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company was meeting the travel and hotel expenses. She gave me
twenty dollars spending money.
On the train, some of the fellows started a poker game. I hadn't
played a hand of poker since my Army days. For a while I watched.
Then suddenly I asked to be dealt in the game. Maybe, like a fool,
I figured I would win $500 to take home to Kyra. My twenty dollars
were gone in nothing flat I got hot under the collar, excited. Almost
before I knew it; I turned to a kibitzer and borrowed fifty dollars.
The fifty dollars went too.
I couldn't go home to Kyra and admit that in addition to losing
the contest I'd whopped off seventy dollars, I thought I would win
back the seventy dollars on the return trip and dear the slate with-
out her knowing it On the return trip, I lost one hundred dollars,
Then and there I was hooked. Since I took that convention trip, I
have lost nearly $5,000 trying to get back $170 and be even with
the board. The way I feel is the poker tables and the tracks owe me
the money I have invested there. If I ever once get even, I can quit
Anyway, that's what I think some of the time. Other times I de-
cide Fm kidding myself and that I will never quit, that I cant quit
Often I am convinced I was fated to be a rotten human being and a
rotten husband like my old man. His vices are women and whisky.
Me—Fm stuck with gambling. To raise a gambling stake I will stoop
to anything. The urge is irresistible. The only time I feel really
good, really wide-awake and alive, is when Tin gambling. How I
wish I knew a way to break loose from tibe spell, the fascination! Un-
less you can help me, my wife and kids will leave me, my Jot wiD
leave me, and I will be done for.
Kyra and Brad Hobart were both agreed that all the faults in the
marriage were on Brad's side, that she was blameless. White pro-
fessing his desire to reform, Brad was eluding the discomfort of re-
form by pleading lack of will power. TTiis dodge, a favorite with
gamblers and drinkers, is hard to get around. It is not possible to

